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"We shall hold you back by the coat-tails, if necessary " 175
Giolitti is also incorrect in implying that it was Italy,
rather than Germany, who deterred Berchtold from taking
rash action;176 it was not San Giuliano's reply of July 12,
but Bethmann's prompt warning of July 6, which was of
decisive influence at Vienna. Nor is there anything in the
documents hitherto published by Germany and Austria
which confirms M. Giolitti's assertion that the Triple Alli-
ance casus foederis was discussed on this occasion. Nor,
finally, is the righteous attitude of the Italian statesmen
of December, 1914, quite so admirable and convincing if it
be true, as it probably is, that San Giuliano, after his return
from Kiel in 1913, confided to the German Ambassador in
Rome that he himself, in Berchtold's place, would have
followed the path which he feared Berchtold was preparing
to follow—action against Serbia, possibly involving a Euro-
pean war.177
INTRIGUES OVEK KAVALA IN 1913
The Second Balkan War, resulting in the conquest from
the Bulgarians of Kavala by the Greeks and of Adrianople
by the Turks, led to some very interesting diplomatic in-
trigues which illumine the methods of pre-War diplomatists.
They throw a curious light on the support—or rather lack
of support—which allies give one another when their own
selfish interests are involved. In fact, the Kavala question
caused such an internal split within each diplomatic group,
itsMerey, Austrian Ambassador in Rome, to Berchtold, July 12,
1913; Pribram, p. 301 f., and note 425.
176 Giolitti's statement of Dec. 5, 1914, quoted above, that San Giu-
liano was "endeavoring to arrange for a combined effort with Germany
•to prevent such action on the part of Austria" etc. C/. similarly Poin-
care (III, 321): "A la demande de lltalie, TAllemagne retint, en efiet,
le bras de PAutriche." It is greatly to be wished that Italy should pub-
lish her documents for the pre-War period, as Germany and England are
doing, but there seems little prospect of this at present.
"TFlotow to Bethmann, July 19, 1913; GJP., XXXV. 192 f.

